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The education for all (EFA) 
initiative came up when the one hundred 
and eight-nine (189) countries have 
committed themselves to eight 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) aimed at eradicating extreme  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
poverty and improving the welfare of 
their people by the year 2015. Their 
second mission is to achieve universal 
primary education, with the specific 
target of ensuring that “by 2015, 
children everywhere, boys and girls 
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Abstract 

The major purpose of the study was to assess the entrepreneurial and 
functional women education as a means of attaining the challenges of  
Millennium Development Goal  (MDG) objective Education for all 
target) by the year 2015. The population comprised of 426 female 
primary school head-teachers and 810 male school heads making the 
total of 1,236. Proportionate stratified random sampling technique was 
adopted in selecting 128 females 243 males making a sample of 371 
research respondents. The instrument used for data collection was self-
structured questionnaire developed by the researcher. This received 
face validation from the experts in Educational Administration, and 
Planning. The reliability of the instrument was also ascertained using 
Pearson Product Moment statistical tool and it yielded a reliability co-
efficient of 0.76. The research questions were tested using mean  and 
standard deviation while the two null hypotheses were tested using t-
test of difference at 0.05 level of significance. The paper revealed that 
effective administration of functional and entrepreneurial women 
education will to a great extent help in getting all  of the world’s 
children through primary school. It was 1 also revealed that women 
empowerment (Education) helps in the eradication of extreme poverty 
and improvement of welfare of the people. The paper recommends 
among others that government should embark on public enlightenment 
on entrepreneurial and functional women Education in order to make 
women more useful in their homes.  
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alike, will be able to complete a full 
course of primary schooling. It echoes 
commitments made by many of the 
same countries in Jomtein, Thailand in 
1990 to achieve universal primary 
education by the year 2000. The Jomtein 
commitment was reaffirmed and 
extended at the world Education forum 
in Dakar, 2000. The Dakar forum 
acknowledged that the Jomtien goal was 
not met. Many countries clearly remain 
far from the target. Igbuzor (2006) 
observed that until now it has not been 
possible to assess where individual 
countries stand in relation to the target 
with any accuracy, for lack of 
internationally comparable data on 
primary completion rates. He went 
further to assert that the absence of such 
has made it difficult to evaluate the 
global prospects for reaching the target 
by 2015. 
 
 According to Elieh (2009), the 
global challenges of Education For All 
are to expand and improve 
comprehensive early childhood care and 
education, especially for the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged children; 
ensure that by 2015 all children, 
particularly girls, children in difficult 
circumstances, and those belonging to 
ethnic minorities, have access to and 
complete free and compulsory primary 
education of good quality, ensure that 
the learning needs of young people and 
adults are met through equitable access 
to appropriate learning and life skills 
programs. Achieve a 50% improvement 
in levels of adult literacy by 2015, 

especially for women, and equitable 
access to basic and continuing education 
for all adults, Eliminate gender 
disparities in primary and secondary 
education by 2005, and achieve gender 
equality in education by 2015 with a 
focus of ensuring girl’s full and equal 
access to basic education of good 
quality. Finally to ensure that, by 2015, 
children everywhere boys and girls 
alike, will be able to complete a full 
course of primary schooling. 
  

The challenge of getting all of 
the world’s children through primary 
school, let alone bringing in the 400 
million 12-to-17 year olds who are not 
in secondary school cannot be addressed 
by business as usual. United Nations 
(2005) noted that the attainment of these 
goals has been a challenge to the nations 
of the world and that significant 
progress has been recorded worldwide. 
Although it has not been in uniform with 
respect to specific goals across the 
world. This can only be achieved if the 
mental capabilities of women are 
developed through formal education. 
Women Education in this contest means 
entrepreneurial and functional Education 
that will enable women contribute 
meaningfully to the society. 
Empowerment and functional women 
education simply entails giving Nigerian 
child certain entrepreneurial skills 
through formal education and making 
the education functional in such a way 
that emphasis is based on practical 
application of skills. Exposing the girl 
child to catering, decoration, soap 
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making and fish preservation; all these 
are to be made very practical and 
incorporated into the curriculum in such 
a way that the girl child will be gainfully 
employed having acquired certain 
success. 

 
 Entrepreneurial and functional 
women education entails that the 
Nigerian woman would be given a form 
of education that will spur her to be self-
reliant, she will be made an employer of 
labour instead of being  a job seeker, she 
will be innovative and very creative. 
Kindervatter (2009) held that if this 
form of education is made available to 
women, the problem of poverty is 
almost solved. In attaining the 
challenges of Education for All through 
entrepreneurial and functional women 
education, the following steps, need to 
be taken in enlightenment to make 
women useful: Adequate manpower, 
curriculum to favour the cultural setting 
of women, content made to be relevant 
and adequate to the present 
circumstances facing the Nigeria 
woman. In Ebonyi state it was observed 
that many school age children are out of 
school, and some families are still living 
below the poverty level. It then became 
imperative to assess the need for 
effective management of women 
education. Therefore, the study looked 
into the relevance of administration of 
women Education for the challenges of 
Education for All. 
 
 
 

Statement of the Problem 
 The United Nations (2005) 
reported that Nigeria had been classified 
as one of the countries in the global 
challenge of Education for All. UNICEF 
(1999) also reported that about 5m 
Nigeria children have no access to basic 
education especially the girl children. 
Given the different social cultural and 
national contexts, entrepreneurial and 
functional Education for women appears 
not to be priority strategies for 
improving girls’ education in many 
developing countries of the world. In 
most states of the federation, 
government always show no interest in 
the provision and management of special 
Education for women. And the 
challenges of EFA appear to be 
haphazardly achieved. This gap seems 
difficult to bridge even with government 
emphasis on ensuring uniformity in 
educational access. Therefore, it 
becomes imperative to explore the need 
assessment of administration of women 
education for the challenges of 
Education for All. It is against this 
background therefore, that the study 
seeks to ask; to what extent does the 
administration of entrepreneurial and 
functional women education help to 
attain the challenges of Education for all 
in Nigeria. 
 
 To guide this investigation two 
research questions and two null 
hypotheses were formulated. They 
include: 
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Research Questions 
1.  To what extent does 

administration of entrepreneurial 
and functional women Education 
help toward the reduction of 
poverty and improvement of the 
welfare of the people. 

 
2.  To what extent does 

administration of entrepreneurial 
and functional women education 
contribute toward getting all the 
school age children through 
primary school. 
Hypothesis 
 

HO1: There is no significant  different 
between the mean rating of male 
and female head teachers in 
primary schools on the 
administration of women 
Education in regard to reduction 
of extreme poverty and improving 
well fare of the people. 

 
HO2: There is not significant difference 

between the mean rating of male 
and female head teachers on the 
administration of 

 women Education as it relates to 
getting all the primary school 
children through full course of 
primary schooling.  

 
Methodology 
 The study adopted a descriptive 
survey design. The area of the study was  
Ebonyi state. The population of the 
study consists of 426 female and 810 
male school head teachers making a 

total of 1236 school heads of primary 
and secondary (Junior) schools in 
Ebonyi state (UBEB, 2012). 
Proportionate stratified random 
sampling technique was adopted in the 
selection of128 female school heads and 
243 male school heads. This resulted in 
a sample of 371 respondents 
representing 30% of the population. 
 
 The instrument for data 
collection was a self structured 
questionnaire development by the 
researcher tagged “Administration of 
Women Education for the challenges of 
EFA Need Assessment. The instrument 
was face validated by the spite in 
measurement and evaluation and 
educational administration and planning, 
Ebonyi State University. Test-retest 
method was conducted to ascertain the 
reliability of the instrument. The results 
of the test were correlated using Pearson 
Product Moment and it yield 0.76 
indicating that this instrument was 
reliable. The head teachers(respondents) 
were made to rate their views on 4 point 
scale. The two research questions were 
tested using mean and standard 
deviation while the two null hypotheses 
were tested using t-test analysis at alpha 
level of 0.05.  
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Result: Summary of results are presented in tables as follows:  
 
Table 1: Mean Rating of Male and Female Teachers on the Administration of 
Women Education for Redu ction of Poverty 
 
  S/N        Items                                                     Male               Female             DR  
                                                                         X        SD        X          SD  
1. Entrepreneurial and Functional 

Education helps women to be 
employers of labour instead of 
being job seekers. 

3.06 0.96 3.28 1.02 Great 
extent  

2. Entrepreneurial and functional 
women education helps to close 
poverty gap ratio in the society. 

3.08 0.93 3.41 0.76 Great 
extent  

3. Entrepreneurial and Functional 
women Education makes it 
possible to share with the poorest 
quintile in national consumption.   

3.09 1.00 3.21 0.91 Great 
extent  

4. It helps to reduce the proportion of 
population that are below the 
minimum levels of poverty. 
 

3.56 0.91 3.38 0.78 Great 
extent  

In table 1 above, it was revealed in all the 
items that entrepreneurial and functional 
women Education help extremely to reduce 
poverty and improve the welfare of the 
people. This is because all the items in the 

table have the mean scores above the 
criterion mean of 2.50. Hence, it was 
accepted that women Education helps to 
attain the challenges of EFA. 
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Table 2: Mean Rating of Male and Female Head Teachers on the Administration of 
Women Education towards Getting All the Children Primary School 
 
  S/N        Items                                    Male                           Female               DR  
                                                                          X          SD       X       SD  
1. Entrepreneurial and Functional 

women Education helps to ensure 
that children everywhere complete 
full courses of primary schooling by 
2015.  

3.61 0.94 3.14 0.79 Great 
extent  

2. Administration of Entrepreneurial 
and functional women Educational 
helps to eliminate gender disparity 
in primary schools. 

3.27 0.86 3.78 0.86 Great 
extent  

3. Administration of Entrepreneurial 
and functional women Educational 
helps to increase literacy rates since 
most if the girls will be willing to 
attend at least primary school. 

3.71 0.80 3.56 0.91 Great 
extent  

4. Entrepreneurial and Functional 
women Education helps to equalize 
the ratio of female and male literates 
of 15 to 24 years old.  

3.74 0.82 4.00 0.01 Great 
extent  

 
In table 2 above, the head teachers agreed 
to a great extent that Administration of 
Entrepreneurial and Functional Women 
Education helps in ensuring that children 
of school age complete full course of 
primary school, reduce gender disparity in 
primary school enrollment, increase 
literacy rate and equalize the literacy ratio 
of females and males of 15-to-24 years 
old. This implies that with effective 
Administration of women Education, all 

children of school age may likely 
complete a full course of primary school. 
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Table 3: T-Tests Analysis of Male and Female Head Teachers Responses on the 
Contribution of Effective Administration of Women Education for Reduction of 
Poverty 
 
Source of 
Variation   

N X  SD DF t-cal t-crit P <0.05 

Male  243 2.42 0.87     
Female  128 2.56 0.63 369 0.090 1.96 Not 

significant   

 
Date in table 3 shows that t- critical is 1.96 
and since  t- calculated is less than t-critical 
the null hypothesis of no statistically 
significant difference between the mean 
responses of male and female head teachers 

on the administration of entrepreneurial and 
functional women Education as it relates to 
the reduction of poverty and improving the 
welfare of the people is there by upheld. 
 

 
Table 4: T- Test Analysis of Male and Female Head Teachers Responses on the 
Administration of Women Education for Getting All the School Age Children 
through Primary School 
 
Source of 
Variation   

N X  SD DF t-cal t-crit P <0.05 

Male  243 2.36 0.68     
Female  128 2.42 0.71 369 0.040 1.96 Not 

significant   

 
 
Data in table 4 shows that t-calculated as 
against t-critical which is 1.96 is less. Since 
t-calculated is less than t-critical, the null 
hypothesis of no statistically significant 
difference between the responses of male  

and female head teacher on the 
administration of women Education is 
thereby accepted.  
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Discussion 
 The results of this study showed 
that male and female head teachers 
agreed to a great extent that 
entrepreneurial and functional women 
education makes it possible for women 
to be employer of labour not job seekers, 
it helps in closing poverty ratio gap in 
the society, paves way to share with the  
poorest quintile in national consumption 
and reduces proportion of population 
that are below minimum levels of 
dietary energy consumption. This means 
that the absence of effective 
administration of women education may 
worsen the poverty level of the society, 
and as such the society may find it 
extremely difficult to attain the 
challenges of Education for all. The 
findings are in agreement with the 
findings from United Nations, (2005) 
who noted that the attainment of these 
goals has been a challenge to the nations 
of the world as a result of over sight on 
the provision and Administration of 
special (entrepreneurial) women 
Education in different localities. In 
support of this Kindervatter (2009) holds 
that if this form of education is made 
available to women, the problem of 
poverty will be almost solved. 
 
 The result of this study also 
revealed that head teachers agreed to a 
great extent that administration of 
entrepreneurial and functional women 
Education helps in ensuring that children 
every where will complete a full course 
of primary schooling by 2015 and this 
will  reduce gender disparity in primary 

Education, increase literacy rate of 
women and equalize the ratio of male 
and female literate of 15- to-24 years 
old. This could mean that the MDGs of 
universal primary Education may be far 
fetched if the administration of women 
Education is not properly harnessed. 
 
 This finding is in consonance 
with the finding of Obong, (2006) who 
observed that the Darkar forum 
acknowledged that the Jomtien goal was 
not met probably interns of getting all 
children every where through primary 
school as a result of non-functional 
Education for women. There is need 
therefore, for an effective administration 
of entrepreneurial and functional 
Education for the attainment of the 
challenges of EFA. 
 
Conclusion 

Entrepreneurial and functional 
women Education will definitely make 
the MDG goal of Education for all 
realizable in Nigeria if properly pursued 
and harnessed. The Nigerian women are 
economically vibrant, submissive and 
ready to learn. They have been 
marginalized interms of proper 
Education for them to live a meaningful 
and self fulfilled life. The new wave of 
women empowerment and women 
liberation as well as the concern of the 
international agencies have brought 
succor to women Education. This means 
giving the Nigerian girl child certain 
entrepreneurial skills through formal 
Education. 
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 Based on these, it was 
discovered that Proper administration of 
women education will help women to be 
employers of labour not job seekers, 
bridge the poverty gap of the nation, 
share with the poorest quintile in 
national consumption and reduce the 
proportion of population that are below 
the minimum levels of dietary energy 
consumption. It was also agreed to a 
great extent that effective administration 
of women Education will help to ensure 
that every Nigerian child passes through 
primary school, eliminate gender parity, 
increase literacy rate and balance the 
ratio of male and female literate of 15- 
to-24 years old. In other words if the 
challenges of Education for all is to be 
attained administration of women 
Education should be taken with every 
amount of seriousness, it should not be 
business as usual. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the findings of the study, the 
following recommendations were made: 
1.  The federal and state governments 

should make adequate budgetary 
allocations for the proper 
management of women Education 
in the country. 

 
2.  In-service training should be 

organized on regular bases to train 
and retrain serving teachers in 
schools on the application of 
entrepreneurial and functional 
education in lesson preparation 
and curriculum delivery. 

 

3.  Skills of teaching women 
Education should be included in 
the methodology of women 
Education programme at all levels 
of Education. 
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